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tenacity of purpose made him pursue military service at a later
date. He was highly patriotic in his views and was greatly
enthusiastic about the then German Victory; he was harbouring
pungent anti-French feelings (loc.cit).
x He obtained Diploma in Public Health in 1872. His wife
(first one) by name Emmy Fratz who herself was a keen natu-
ralist, presented him with a microscope on his birthday. From
his younger days he showed a strong passion for scientific re-
search. The seeds of the ' would-be' genius were planted in
right earnest. In 1876 he made the epoch-making discovery
of anthrax bacilli, their sporulation, life cycle etc., after exam-
ining numerous samples of infected material, skin and hides,
meat, etc. His colleagues in this study were Julius Fredrich
Cohnheim (1839-84) and Carl Weigert (1840-1904). He con-
sulted the renowned botanist of his times, F.Cohn and got it
approved by him. He was doing animal experiments on mice
infected with anthrax; examined their blood and other tissues.
By 1877 Koch developed techniques of fixing smears,
staining for bacteria and invented the hanging drop method of
observing micro-organisms. He demonstrated strepto - and
staphylo-cocci as causes of wound infections in 1878. He was
appointed in the Imperial Health Office in Berlin in 1880. He
demonstrated his solid media for the first time in the first
International Medical Conference in 1881.
Louis Pasteur who was 20 years older than Robert Koch